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PRESS RELEASE

Release Date 16 November 2007:
INDIAN FILMMAKERS SHINE SPOTLIGHT ON YORKSHIRE

Some of Yorkshire’s most stunning locations are set to be showcased to a massive international audience, as Indian filmmakers descend on the region this week to shoot their latest major production, 1920. The seventeen-day shoot kicked off in Bolton Abbey on Monday, before moving on to Allerton Castle mid week. Bramham Park and Ripley Castle will also feature in the film.

Allerton Castle is the key location and central to the theme of the film - a supernatural love story involving an Anglo Indian woman and an Indian Man. The year is 1920 and the house isolated in the wilderness has a secret. For years everyone who has bought the house and tried to pull it down has died under strange circumstances. Arjun and his wife move into the house. He has been given the task of pulling it down and making a hotel there. The house has been waiting for them. The curse has come true. The haunting begins.

India produces the most films in the world - 1000 films a year with budgets of up to £20m. It is growing at 18% annually and is expected to gross $2.2bn by 2008. Hindi is the most common foreign language in films. 50% of Indian films shoot in overseas locations with London, Italy and Switzerland being popular in recent years.

Vikram Bhatt, Director, says:

‘’The house is one of the key characters in this film - as soon as I saw Allerton Castle, I knew it was the perfect location. So far the shoot has gone very smoothly and the crew have really enjoyed their time here. Hopefully this film will show other Indian filmmakers what Yorkshire has to offer and we will see many more films made here in the future.’’

Screen Yorkshire worked closely with 1920 to source and secure appropriate locations, permissions and hotel deals. Screen Yorkshire is also funding a number of trainee placements on the production in order to build knowledge and understanding of Indian film productions amongst Yorkshire crew.

Sally Joynson, Chief Executive of Screen Yorkshire, says:

“The growth of the Indian market is affecting every business sector and the film industry is no different, nations across the globe are looking to develop business opportunities with Indian film production companies. The IIFAs have given Yorkshire an excellent head start in building a long term relationship with the Indian film production community which will be mutually beneficial. 

Our diverse locations here in Yorkshire are perfect for Indian films and along with our experienced crew and existing ties with South Asia it makes the region ideally placed to be the gateway to the UK for Indian productions. By building close ties with Indian producers and giving Yorkshire crew experience of working with them Screen Yorkshire hopes that 1920 is the first of many more Indian productions to film here in Yorkshire.”

Tom Riordan, Chief Executive,Yorkshire Forward says: 

“We knew that when we brought the Indian film industry to Yorkshire and Humber, they would fall in love with the combination of our stunning locations and thriving media and creative industry, but to welcome our first Indian film to the region just six months after the IIFA awards came to our region is really fantastic news.  By bringing Indian films to the region, we are raising awareness of Yorkshire and Humber with the millions of fans of Indian cinema across the world, who often travel to visit the locations of their favourite films.’’
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Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency - responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast and interactive media sector for the region. Screen Yorkshire is one year into delivering its four-year £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme, funded by Yorkshire Forward. We aim to build and grow Yorkshire’s digital content businesses via a range of funding, development and industry support initiatives, to make Yorkshire the key cluster in the UK for new media.

Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 

In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four-year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council: 

We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 

Skillset: 

Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
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