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PRESS RELEASE

Release Date 31 OCTOBER 2007:

BBC INNOVATION LABS EXPERIMENT IN YORKSHIRE 
Screen Yorkshire has announced that the BBC’s Innovation Labs programme is holding a launch day in Yorkshire. The initiative brings together BBC Commissioners and independent UK companies to develop and commission pioneering new products and services for the corporation.  

Last year a number of Yorkshire companies benefited from developing projects with BBC Commissioners whilst taking part in the Labs. Screen Yorkshire funding will support Yorkshire and Humber companies who are successful in applying for the Labs.

The Innovation Labs will be launched in Leeds on 19th November at The Carriageworks. The event will outline the programme’s concept, BBC technology strategy and potential areas of commission in addition to holding Labs workshops to give attendees an idea of what to expect if they apply to take part in the Labs. 

In 2006/07 Sheffield-based interactive media company DESQ, took part in Innovations Labs. David Squire, Managing Director said: 

"To have the luxury of time out of the office to develop creative ideas with BBC developers was of great benefit to our business. Understanding what commissioners are looking for and making those contacts is incredibly valuable and I'm grateful to Screen Yorkshire for bringing BBC Innovation Labs to the region."

This year participants will have the chance to have their work commissioned by executives from BBC News, Vision, Audio/Music, iTV, Nations & Regions and Mobile with applications open to 40 companies across four regions. 

During the final stage of the programme participants will get the chance to pitch their prototype ideas to BBC commissioners, who will offer further development commissions for the best ideas at each Lab. 

To register for BBC Innovation Labs launch tour visit: http://open.bbc.co.uk/labs
Screen Yorkshire media enquiries 

Rachel McWatt, Marketing & Communications Officer
Screen Yorkshire 

t. +44 (0) 113 236 8224
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Notes to editors:

The Innovation Labs initiative is a key part of the BBC’s strategy of better engagement with the UK’s new media industry to develop new services for audiences. Last year, the corporation spend nearly 30% of its eligible budget with external suppliers.

Launch day dates:

Liverpool - November 12th - Liverpool JM University 

Newcastle - November 13th - Royal Station Hotel 

Glasgow - November 14th - BBC Scotland 

Edinburgh - November 15th - Royal College of Physicians
Leeds - November 19th - The Carriage Works Theatre 

Birmingham - November 20th - University of Birmingham 

Manchester - November 21st - The Lowry 

Cardiff - November 22nd - Chapter Arts Centre 

Swansea - November 23rd - The Dylan Thomas Centre
What are BBC Innovation Labs?
BBC Innovation Labs are a series of creative workshops for interdisciplinary teams of professional creative technologists, application designers, software developers and interactive media designers. We are inviting independent new media and production companies from across England and Scotland to pitch ideas in response to briefs set by commissioners across the BBC.

What are the benefits for companies taking part in the Labs?

Participation in an intensive creative workshop with peers and expert mentors 

An opportunity to pitch a project to BBC commissioners 

Access to business advice, mentoring and development finance from other sources

Retention of any IP that they develop 

A £5,000 fee for each of the selected teams 

Who can apply to take part in the Labs? 
BBC Innovation Labs are aimed at independent companies with a track record of producing innovative products. As we aim to commission further development of prototypes selected for the Labs, we expect projects to come from established teams with the capacity to deliver projects at scale.

This round of Labs is open to independent new media and production companies in the following four regions:

· Scotland

· North West England

· North East England 

· Yorkshire and Humber

· Wales and West Midlands

When and where will BBC Innovation Labs take place? 
The five-day Labs will be held in February/March 07 at venues within the four pilot regions. Venues will be confirmed on the Innovations Labs website in the next couple of weeks.  

When would my project be managed?
This year participating companies will be informed whether they are successful one week after their pitch to BBC Commissioners

Successful participants will receive their cash allocations within two weeks of commissioning 

Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency - responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast and interactive media sector for the region. Screen Yorkshire is one year into delivering its four-year £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme, funded by Yorkshire Forward. We aim to build and grow Yorkshire’s digital content businesses via a range of funding, development and industry support initiatives, to make Yorkshire the key cluster in the UK for new media.

Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 

In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four-year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council: 

We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 

Skillset: 

Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
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