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PRESS RELEASE

Release Date: 30 July 2008

BRIDESHEAD REVISITED PUTS YORKSHIRE IN THE SPOTLIGHT AS FILMING LEVELS SOAR 

The forthcoming cinematic release of Brideshead Revisited marks a phenomenal year for film and television production in Yorkshire, as shooting levels are set to peak over the summer. The region’s diverse locations have lured a wide cross-section of film and television productions over the past twelve months - from period drama and Bollywood feature films set against the backdrop of its spectacular stately homes, to futuristic television series and cutting edge urban thrillers. 
Brideshead Revisited filmed at Castle Howard in North Yorkshire last summer and will boost the region’s reputation as one of the top destinations for filmmakers in the UK. Screen Yorkshire invested in the film through its Production Fund and provided production liaison and crewing support. The release of Brideshead Revisited comes in a year when films shot in the region found success at the BAFTAs, with Sheffield based Warp Films awarded Best British Film for This Is England and Atonement, which used Grimsby Docks to double as Dunkirk, named as Best Film.

Screen Yorkshire is supporting a high volume of production in Yorkshire this summer: Revolution Films start shooting next month on Red Riding – a drama trilogy for Channel 4 adapted by Tony Grisoni from David Peace’s cult noir novels set in the dark and paranoid world of 1970s and early 80s Yorkshire at the time of the Ripper murders, whilst filming has just wrapped on Peter Morgan’s adaptation of another of the author’s novels, The Damned United. Mammoth Screen are in Yorkshire for the second time in twelve months to film an adaptation of Wuthering Heights for ITV after the success of their shoot for Lost In Austen, due to hit TV screens this autumn. Red Productions commence a seven-week shoot for Unforgiven - a more contemporary drama for ITV in August and Kudos – who’s futuristic drama Spooks: Code 9 screens on BBC3 next month – used a former police station in Bradford to double as production offices and studio space. Yorkshire has also attracted the attention of filmmakers from further afield; King Con - the second Bollywood feature film to come to the region since the IIFAs took place here last year - goes into production this week and 1920, which filmed at several stately homes across Yorkshire, is set for release in the autumn. 

Screen Yorkshire’s Production Fund was established in 2002 to support the development of a long term and sustainable screen industry in Yorkshire. Hugo Heppell, Head of Production at Screen Yorkshire says: 

‘’Drama Production in Yorkshire has reached critical mass and an increasing number of productions are heading here as the industry recognises that, in addition to the diversity of the locations on offer, the workforce is in place to support large-scale feature films such as Brideshead Revisited. Placing trainees on set enables us to sustain the development of the region’s workforce and we’re seeing the same companies return to Yorkshire following the success of their experiences filming here.’’

Set during the golden age before the Second World War, Brideshead Revisited tells the story of Charles Ryder's infatuation with the Marchmain family and the rapidly disappearing world of privilege that they inhabit. Castle Howard was cast as Brideshead after the production team scoured the entire country looking at stately homes. “We were very aware that it had been linked to ‘Brideshead Revisited’ before, as the setting for the TV adaptation,” says Producer Kevin Loader. “In fact, some people think it is Brideshead. It is an unbelievable place and has an immediate impact on screen. In the end, it was just too good not to go back to Castle Howard.”
Brideshead Revisited is released at cinemas across the UK on 03 October 2008. Images are available to download at www.image.net
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Notes to Editor

Brideshead Revisited is an an Ecosse Films Production for Miramax Films, UK Film Council, HanWay Films and BBC Films in association with 2 Entertain and Screen Yorkshire.

Brideshead Revisted filmed at Castle Howard in North Yorkshire and on location in Oxford, London, Venice and Marrakesh in 2007.

Brideshead Revisited is a poignant story of forbidden love and the loss of innocence set in England prior to the Second World War, a period when the landed gentry began to lose some of their many privileges.  The story begins in 1925 at Oxford where Charles Ryder (Matthew Goode) is befriended by the louche and flamboyant Sebastian Flyte (Ben Whishaw), son of Lord and Lady Marchmain (Michael Gambon and Emma Thompson). Charles is quickly seduced by his friend’s opulent and glamorous world and thrilled by an invitation to ‘Brideshead’, the Marchmain’s magnificent ancestral home.  Beguiled by his surroundings, Charles becomes infatuated with Sebastian’s beautiful sister, Julia (Hayley Atwell).  As his emotional attachment to the young Marchmains grows, Charles finds himself increasingly at odds with the family’s strongest bond: a deep and abiding Catholic faith.

Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency, responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, television, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. In May 2006, Screen Yorkshire launched its four-year £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme, supported by Yorkshire Forward.

 
Screen Yorkshire’s Production Fund, which aims to develop a long-term and successful production sector in the region, supports projects across the whole range of screen media activity, including feature film, television, games and interactive media. Recent credits include; This Is England, Brideshead Revisited, The Damned United, The Red Riding Trilogy, The Cottage, Lost in Austen, Wuthering Heights and Spooks: Code 9. Screen Yorkshire is committed to developing regional talent in all areas of media and supports low budget feature slate, Warp X in partnership with UK Film Council, Film4, Optimum Releasing and EM Media. Warp X is releasing four films in 2008: A Complete History of My Sexual Failures, Donkey Punch, Hush and All Tomorrow's Parties
Screen Yorkshire has a Business Investment Fund, distributes Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council and runs a series of broadcast training schemes in partnership with Skillset. For further information, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk
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