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PRESS RELEASE

Release Date 13 November 2007:
YORKSHIRE MEDIA COMPANIES TAKE TOP CROSS PLATFORM AWARDS

Yorkshire companies were on the winning teams for both of the cross platform pitching competitions at Sheffield Doc/Fest, proving that the region is home to some of the most innovative production and new media companies in the UK.

Cross Media Challenge UK, a partnership between the National Film Board of Canada and Sheffield Doc/Fest, brought together potential production partners to develop content for new platforms. The award winning project My Dangerous Loverboy is a groundbreaking web and mobile site that will raise awareness about global sex trafficking and create an online community for at-risk young girls and their wider peer group to offer support and share advice. The project was developed by director Virginia Heath, Vita Nova Films and Quba New Media, all based in Sheffield. 

Tomorrow's Today took the £10,000 award as the winner of the Crossover Labs UK pitch. The Project is a cutting edge cross platform project encompassing a factual entertainment TV series, online community debate and live exhibition. Diarmid Scrimshaw, producer at Sheffield based Warp Films was on the winning team, alongside Anna Higgs, Quark Films and Tim Morgan, Mint Digital. 
Frank Boyd of Unexpected Media, Creative Director of Crossover Labs UK, said:
‘’We’re delighted to have been able to participate in this ground-breaking event. The Sheffield Doc/Fest has in the past couple of years become the leading focus in Europe for innovation in documentary and factual media. The festival’s vision combined with Screen Yorkshire’s commitment to supporting the development of new media will make the region a key source of new ideas and new talent in UK’s audio visual industries over the next decade’’. 
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Crossover UK Lab is the UK’s first cross-platform pitching competition, run by Doc/Fest and Unexpected Media with support from the BBC, Channel 4, London Development Agency and Screen Yorkshire. The project brought together 20 talented individuals across a range of disciplines from Yorkshire and London to take part in a five-day residential laboratory designed to brainstorm cross-platform documentary projects. A prize fund of £10,000 was awarded to the winning project during a pitching competition at this year’s Doc/Fest.

Vita Nova Films is a feature film production company with offices in Newcastle upon Tyne and Sheffield. Vita Nova Films believes in building relationships with creative producers, directors and writers around the world who share a commitment to high quality feature film and television production for the international market. www.vitanovafilms.com 

Virginia Heath is a multi award-winning director who works across documentary, fiction and the web. Relativity (10) won Best Short Film at the Berlin International Film Festival. Virginia has directed several documentaries for Channel Four including Songs from the Golden City on South African jazz heros, The Manhattan Brothers.

Sheffield based Quba New Media ltd formed in 2000. Quba brings together design excellence and technical insight to create unique digital experiences - from websites, to fully interactive DVD materials and mobile. Find out more at: www.quba.co.uk 

Producer Diarmid Scrimshaw is based at Sheffield film production company Warp Films. Coming from Script Supervising and Editing (for directors including Chris Morris, Spike Lee and Shane Meadows) Diarmid Scrimshaw has produced 'Dog Altogether' by Paddy Considine (special mention Edinburgh Festival), 'Runaway' for the Super Furry Animals (Dir: Richard Ayoade) and several promos for the Arctic Monkeys including 'Scummy Man' (Best Dvd NME). He is producing a live Dvd for the Arctic Monkeys later this year and has several features in development. www.warpfilms.com.
Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency - responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast and interactive media sector for the region. Screen Yorkshire is one year into delivering its four-year £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme, funded by Yorkshire Forward. We aim to build and grow Yorkshire’s digital content businesses via a range of funding, development and industry support initiatives, to make Yorkshire the key cluster in the UK for new media.

Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 

In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four-year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council: 

We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 

Skillset: 

Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
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