PRESS RELEASE

Release date: 18 September 2008
ROLL CALL FOR NEXT GENERATION OF FILMMAKERS

Screen Yorkshire is hoping to attract upcoming talent with fresh and exciting approaches to filmmaking as it launches a scheme aimed at developing the next generation of writers, directors and producers. The Digital Shorts scheme, run in partnership with The UK Film Council, brings together individuals from across the region to form creative teams and has played a vital role in progressing filmmakers’ careers since its launch in 2003. 
Applications are being sought for three different strands of the Digital Shorts scheme: CAUGHT SHORT will commission four films on a budget of £10,000 and two films on a budget of £16,000. One of these six films will be commissioned under a new strand aimed at Animators: 4MATIONS. The third strand, DIGITAL NATION, will give filmmakers who are ready to make the leap to more ambitious cinematic short films an opportunity to participate in an intensive tailored development process, at the end of which The UK Film Council and Regional Screen Agencies will select a total of 6 films to be made at a budget of between £18, 000 and £20, 000. 

Prospective applicants can find out more about Digital Shorts at two forthcoming events: An Insight into The Digital Shorts Scheme will take place at The National Media Museum, Bradford as part of the Bite The Mango film festival programme, on 20th September (1.30 – 2.45pm). Tony Dixon, Emerging Talent Manager at Screen Yorkshire, will talk about the scheme, alongside Susan Everett, writer/director and script development executive and Matt Taabu, writer/director of Into The Woods, which was commissioned on last year’s scheme. The talk will be followed by a preview screening of Matt's film. Places should be booked in advance through The National Media Museum box office (0870 7010 200).
Screen Yorkshire is holding a Find a Filmmaker networking event on 2nd October at Chilli White, Leeds from 6 - 8pm for individuals who are looking for other filmmakers to make up their creative team. This will be an opportunity for prospective applicants who have a script but need someone to bring it to the screen, or a burning desire to produce something but haven't found the right project, to find collaborative partners. The event is free, but places are limited. Individuals should register at www.screenyorkshire.co.uk, where they will find full details of the scheme. 
Bradford based writer / director Dominic Leclerc’s film Protect Me From What I Want was commissioned on last year’s scheme. The film stars Shameless actor Elliot Tittensor as Daz, who has a chance encounter with the young and vulnerable Saleem, sparking a romance that has a profound effect on them both. 

Dominic says: 

‘’The Digital Shorts scheme enabled me to make my first short film. Screen Yorkshire supported me right from the initial idea, through the development of the script, to the editing process and final stages of post production. I think it’s a wonderful scheme and a fantastic opportunity for all Yorkshire-based filmmakers.’’
**The deadline for applications to Digital Shorts is 12.00pm, Friday 24 October 2008. Films produced on previous year’s schemes can be seen online at: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk/showcase 
Tony Dixon, Emerging Talent Manager at Screen Yorkshire says:

“We are delighted to be running Digital Shorts again this year and we’re hoping to support filmmakers to follow on from the success of previous years’ participants, who have seen their films screened at festivals worldwide from Edinburgh to Cannes. The scheme has proved to be a great success and really opens doors for filmmakers who are committed to working in the industry. ‘’
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Full guidelines and application details for the Digital Shorts scheme can be viewed online at www.screenyorkshire.co.uk. Animators should apply to 4mations through the 4MATIONS website www.4mations.tv.


Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency - responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. Screen Yorkshire sees skills development as an integral part of its programme and is committed to developing regional talent in all areas of media. We deliver a wide range of talent development and training schemes in partnership with Yorkshire Forward, The UK Film Council and Skillset, including short filmmaking schemes, script writing courses, worked based skills development and one to one support. To find out more, visit www.screenyorkshire.co.uk 
Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 
In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council 
We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 
Skillset
Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
