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YORKSHIRE FILMMAKERS LINE UP FOR NEW TALENT SCHEME

Screen Yorkshire, the regional screen agency for Yorkshire and Humber, has announced the successful applicants for their Digital Shorts scheme for 2008.  

Twenty one individuals from across the region will come together to shoot nine films throughout the spring hoping to follow on from the success of previous years’ participants, who have seen their films screened at festivals worldwide from Edinburgh to Cannes.

The Digital Shorts scheme, run in partnership with the UK Film Council, is now in its fifth successive year and has played a vital role in progressing filmmakers’ careers. The scheme brings writers, producers and directors together to form innovative partnerships with the aim of developing filmmakers with fresh, distinctive voices and cinematic flair. 

Sam Donovan, based in Leeds, directed King Ponce - a short film commissioned as part of last year’s scheme. King Ponce played at over 200 venues in 33 countries worldwide when it was selected for the Manhattan Short Film Festival. The film also played at the prestigious Encounters film festival in Bristol last November as part of the Best of British programme. 
Sam says:

“Screen Yorkshire’s Digital Shorts scheme was a great opportunity, helping me to develop my confidence as a director as well as allowing me to showcase my work to large audiences at prestigious international events such as Cannes and The Manhattan Short Film Festival.”

A clip from King Ponce, along with films produced on previous year’s schemes, can be seen online at www.screenyorkshire.co.uk/showcase . 

Tony Dixon, Emerging Talent Manager at Screen Yorkshire says:

“We are delighted to be running the scheme once again, providing a fantastic opportunity for filmmakers to work together and have their films showcased to an international festival audience. Screen Yorkshire is always keen to support a new generation of filmmaking talent and this year looks as promising as ever. I look forward to working with this year's commissioned filmmakers.”
Jim Farmery, Head of Innovation at Yorkshire Forward – who support Screen Yorkshire as part of their commitment to developing the creative industries in Yorkshire and Humber adds:
“It is vital for the development of the creative industries in Yorkshire and Humber to find and encourage new talent, taking the industry forward not just in the region but in a global marketplace. The Digital Shorts Scheme is a key driver of opportunities for those going into film and television and we both congratulate the winners and wish them every future success”.

The following nine projects have been selected for this year’s scheme with local film crew to be allocated to projects shortly:


PROTECT ME FROM WHAT I WANT
Writer/Director: Dominic Leclerc – Bradford 

Producer: Diane Whitley - Todmorden

BLUE
Writer: Alison Pennells – Leeds 
Director: Marco Van Belle - Sheffield
Producer: Natasha Arciniega – Leeds

THIS WAY UP
Writer: Oliver Emanuel - York
Director: Sarah Punshon - York
Producer: Sarah Senior – Bradford

HAMMERHEAD
Writer: Andrew Yerlett - Selby
Director: Samuel Donovan - Leeds
Producer: Prakash Patel – Bradford

INTO THE WOODS
Writer/Director: Matt Taabu - Doncaster
Producer: Alex Usborne – Sheffield

DAY IN, DAY OUT
Writer/Director: Jez Scott - York
Producer: David Johnson – York

PERV
Writer/Director: Joe Morris - Sheffield
Producer: Aine Parkinson – Sheffield

OVERSLEPT
Writer/Director: Jeremy Gee - Leeds
Producer: Aimee Bowen – Leeds

THE NORTH EAST LINCOLNSHIRE VIGILANTE
Writer/Director: Darren Bolton – Barton on Humber
Producer: Emily Bignell – Barton on Humber 
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Notes to Editor


Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency - responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire. Screen Yorkshire sees skills development as an integral part of its programme and is committed to developing regional talent in all areas of media. We deliver a wide range of talent development and training schemes in partnership with Yorkshire Forward, The UK Film Council and Skillset, including short filmmaking schemes, script writing courses, worked based skills development and one to one support. To find out more, visit www.screenyorkshire.co.uk 
Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 
In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council 
We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 
Skillset
Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
