PRESS RELEASE: 13 OCTOBER 2009

EUROGAMER EXPO HEADS NORTH
Europe’s biggest consumer gaming event will be heading North in two weeks’ time as the 2009 Eurogamer Expo debuts at The Royal Armouries in Leeds on 27 and 28 October. For the first time ever, video-gamers from the North of England won’t have to travel to London to be the first to sample the biggest pre-release games, as the Eurogamer Expo – which will feature several world and European premieres – heads to Leeds before moving on to London. Screen Yorkshire and Game Republic have worked in partnership with Eurogamer to bring the Expo to the North of England. 
Eurogamer Expo will give 4,000 games enthusiasts the opportunity to play more than 50 of the biggest titles coming this Christmas and beyond, including world exclusive premieres of Aliens vs Predator, God of War III, Assassin's Creed 2, Mass Effect 2, Left 4 Dead 2 and New Super Mario Bros Wii. Other titles on the show floor include Dragon Age: Origins, Lost Planet 2, Dante's Inferno, Bayonetta, Red Steel 2 and Borderlands. 

Taking place alongside the Expo and included in the ticket price is the GamesIndustry.biz Career Fair, which will be attended by some of the UK’s best-known games studios, including Ubisoft, Game Republic and Team 17 (creators of Worms and the forthcoming Alien Breed Evolution). For passionate gamers looking for training and opportunities in higher education, the Train2Game scheme is also represented, along with local universities. 

In addition, the BAFTA surgeries will offer attendees the chance to discuss their career options directly with experienced games industry professionals. Exclusive industry talk sessions will be running throughout both days in The Bury Theatre, with talks from companies such as Revolution, Eurogamer, Introversion and many more.
Jamie Sefton, Sector Manager Game Republic said: 
“The North of England is home to 4 of the world’s top 100 most bankable games studios (Develop Magazine: 2009), and with companies such as Rockstar Leeds, Sony’s Studio Liverpool and Ubisoft Reflections in Newcastle, attracting the Eurogamer Expo to the North is a major coup for the region as a whole. The industry is now a major employer in the North so the GamesIndustry.biz Career Fair will be an excellent opportunity for the next generation of games developers to tap into job opportunities in games.”
This year’s Eurogamer Expo is sponsored by hmv, who are also the show’s official retail partner, meaning that gamers will be able to buy games at the event as well as play them. Tickets cost just £6 per day can be purchased online. Visit: http://expo.eurogamer.net
Please note, entrance to Eurogamer is restricted to those aged 15+, with certain demo areas limited to 18+. It is therefore advised that you bring identification.

Notes to Editor

Screen Yorkshire media enquiries and image requests:

Marie Kitney, PR and Marketing Assistant
Screen Yorkshire & Game Republic
t. +44 (0) 113 236 8245

e. marie@screeenyorkshire.co.uk
Game Republic, the trade association for the games sector in Yorkshire and Humber, promotes and provides support to the industry through a range of initiatives, investing in games projects, creating better links with academia, developing relationships with international publishers and championing collaboration through hosting regular networking events. In 2007 Game Republic was fully integrated into Screen Yorkshire enabling the games sector in the region to access its strategic investment funds. www.gamerepublic.org 
Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency, responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four-year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace.

www.screenyorkshire.co.uk 










