[image: image1.png]SCREEN
YORKSHIRE



PRESS RELEASE

Release Date 05 December 2007:
COUNCILS EXTEND WARM YORKSHIRE WELCOME TO FILM AND TV CREWS 

Screen Yorkshire brought council officials together with film and television production executives in Bradford last night to celebrate the launch of a Film Friendly Partnership initiative, aimed at making the region the number one destination for film and television production in the UK.

A successful feature film or television programme can reap long term tourism benefits for the area in which it was filmed, as well as create jobs, bring inward investment and nurture new and emerging local talent. Screen Yorkshire aims to get all twenty one regional local authorities signed up to the Film Friendly Partnership initiative in 2008, which will set out a code of best practice to ensure that the locality and the region get the maximum benefit from the publicity, press and tourism opportunities that filming can bring. The initiative also aims to ensure that filming in the region happens as easily and effectively as possible, so that production companies have a positive experience of filming here and return for their next project.
The region has a long standing reputation for television production, home to ITV Yorkshire and home grown dramas such as Heartbeat, The Royal and Emmerdale, but recent years have witnessed an increase in film and television production coming to Yorkshire from across the UK. Last month shoppers watched as Leeds City Markets was transformed to double for London’s Hammersmith City underground station for the filming of the latest ITV drama to shoot here, Lost In Austen. Castle Howard was recruited over the summer as the location for Ecosse Films’ upcoming feature film Brideshead Revisited and Grimsby Dock was chosen as the backdrop for a scene in recent box office smash Atonement. 

Screen Yorkshire believes that production executives are attracted by the strong infrastructure, diversity of locations, comparatively low production costs and the positive filming experience they have here.
Steve Harvey, Unit Manager on Working Title's upcoming feature film Wild Child, which shot in Haworth, West Yorkshire earlier this year says:
"Yorkshire offers filmmakers beautiful, untouched rural locations that you just couldn't find elsewhere, which is why it was chosen as the location for Wild Child. The support that we received from Screen Yorkshire was second to none - they offer a fantastic service, providing local expertise, advice and liasing with public services on behalf of the production. Road closures have been achieved with ease and the police and council have been brilliant."

Jim Farmery, Head of Innovation at Yorkshire Forward – who support Screen Yorkshire as part of their commitment to growing the creative industries in Yorkshire and Humber comments:  

“TV and film production has the capacity to generate huge economic benefits for our region.  Not only do productions directly employ talented individuals from within our region’s strong creative sector, they can also attract new visitors to the region and raise the profile of our region’s tourism and investment opportunities. This toolkit will help local authorities to make the most of such opportunities – allowing them to achieve maximum economic impact for their area.”
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Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency - responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast and interactive media sector for the region. Ina May 2006, Screen Yorkshire launched its four-year £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme, funded by Yorkshire Forward. This ambitious and progressive four-year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

In line with our strategic objectives one of our continuing priorities is to attract volume drama production and feature films to the region, which helps to pursue our goals of creating jobs and attracting inward investment. We actively promote the region as a film location and as a key production base to production companies in the UK and across the Globe.  We also support film and broadcast when they are filming in the region. Investing in the development of new content and contributing funding to production continues to be critical to building sustainable screen media industries in Yorkshire. Financial intervention at key points through our Production Investment Fund can reward the region with projects that create jobs, bring inward investment, raise the county’s profile and nurture new and emerging talent. 

Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 

See above
UK Film Council: 

We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 

Skillset: 

Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
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