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X-FILES WRITER & PRODUCER VISITS YORKSHIRE TO SHARE SECRETS OF THE SHOWRUNNER
Drama writers and producers from across the region are invited to attend a FREE half-day session with veteran showrunner and award-winning writer/producer of The X-Files, FRANK SPOTNITZ. Entitled Your Creative Vision, this session will offer Yorkshire’s drama writers and producers a first-hand insight into the world of drama television production in the United States, and will look at what the future holds for this genre. Your Creative Vision will be held in Leeds on 16th July and is presented by the Screen Yorkshire Drama Network in association with the international media consultancy, MediaXchange.
With two shows currently in development at HBO, one with FoxTVStudios and another at FX, Frank will offer an insight into the unique role of the showrunner in episodic US drama; a producer’s role that combines executive and creative authority with the managerial responsibilities across all departments involved in the delivery of a show. Frank will speak to attendees about his experiences as a showrunner in creating, developing and maintaining a long-running television drama series, before opening up the session to Q&A.
Spotnitz served on The X-Files for eight of its nine seasons alongside creator Chris Carter, including four years as Executive Producer and three years as President of Chris Carter's Ten Thirteen Productions. He also co-produced and co-authored the story for the feature film The X-Files: Fight the Future (1998), and produced and co-wrote the 2008 sequel The X-Files: I Want to Believe.
He directed two episodes and wrote or co-wrote more than 40 installments, including the Emmy-nominated Memento Mori (with Chris Carter, Vince Gilligan, and John Shiban) in 1997. Other honors accorded Spotnitz for his work on the series include Golden Globe wins for Best Dramatic Series, a Peabody Award, and three Emmy nominations for Outstanding Drama Series.
Screen Yorkshire’s Head of Production Hugo Heppell said:

We’re delighted to welcome such an en experienced writer and producer as Frank Spotnitz into the region. The role of the showrunner is incredibly varied and requires drive, energy, enthusiasm and the ability to splice creative and executive authorities. I am sure that Yorkshire’s drama writers and producers can take away from this session a truly valuable insight into creating and sustaining shows with the enduring appeal of The X-Files.

Date: Thursday 16th July
Time: Registration from 10.30am. Session runs 11.00am - 1pm 
Where: Lecture Theatre C, The Rose Bowl, Leeds Met University, Calverley St, LS1 3HE

Places for this unique FREE event will be allocated on a first come, first served basis. If you wish to attend, you must register by visiting the Screen Yorkshire website: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk/events or contact jenny@screenyorkshire.co.uk.  
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Notes to the Editor:
Screen Yorkshire is the Regional Screen Agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, television, games and interactive media sector for the region. Our aim is to grow the screen media industries in Yorkshire and Humber by creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 


We offer a variety of funding and support initiatives to screen media companies and freelancers based in the region, supported by our two key partners, Yorkshire Forward and the UK Film Council. Screen Yorkshire’s Production Fund invests in film and television production in the region. Recent credits include; The Damned United, Red Riding, Unforgiven, Wuthering Heights, Lost in Austen, Brideshead Revisited and the BAFTA award-winning This Is England. Screen Yorkshire is committed to developing regional talent and supports low budget feature slate Warp X, in partnership with the UK Film Council, Film4 and Optimum Releasing. 
Screen Yorkshire also has a Business Investment Fund, distributes Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council and runs a series of broadcast training schemes in partnership with Skillset. For further information, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk





















