Yorkshire Games Companies Nominated For Industry Excellence

Yorkshire's reputation as a hot-bed for games development has received a further boost with the announcement of the finalists for the 2008 Develop Industry Excellence Awards. Yorkshire's richly experienced games development sector has four companies nominated across 17 categories.

The Develop Industry Excellence Awards, now in their sixth year, reward the work done by Europe's leading games development companies, with all nominees going through a strict lobbying process.
Harrogate based Outsource Media, a voice production company, best known for their work with computer games have been nominated in the category for ‘Creative Outsourcing'. www.omuk.com 

Sheffield's Sumo Digital have been recognised for their work with publisher partner, Sega and are in the running for the ‘Best Use of a License' award. They are also nominees in the ‘Audio Accomplishment' category. www.sumo-digital.com  

Distinctive Developments, mobile games specialists, also from Sheffield have been nominated for the second year running in the category for the award of ‘Best Mobile Studio'. www.distdevs.co.uk 

Team 17, based in Wakefield and famed for their work on games like Worms and Lemmings are nominated for an award in the category of ‘Business Development.' www.team17.com  

Hull University have been nominated for the 'Games: Edu New Talent Award' in recognition of their work with Game Republic in collaboration with games industry leaders, including Rockstar, famed for the hugely popular Grand Theft Auto series, Team17 and Sumo. 

Craig Albeck, Project Manager, Game Republic, says, 

“Yorkshire is a hotspot for games development and these award nominations are a testament to that. We are proud to be working with the regions wide array of talent and creativity and we shall continue to provide the necessary support to ensure that Yorkshire companies are featured in the awards next year.”
Dr Jonathan Purdy, a lecturer in Computer Science at the University of Hull, says,
“Hull University has been producing industry ready graduates from its MSc in Games Programming for over 10 years. More than 100 Hull graduates are now employed making some of the world’s most popular computer games. We are very proud to be nominated for a Develop Industry Excellence award. It is great to finally be recognised by an industry that very rarely praises education.”
The Develop Industry Excellence Awards are voted for by a panel of almost 100 industry experts with this year's ceremony once again being held at the Hilton Metropole, Brighton on Wednesday July 30th - over 500 leading games industry execs are expected to attend. For a full list of the finalists, visit http://www.developmag.com/news/29925/Develop-Awards-finalists-revealed.

The games industry in Yorkshire and Humber is a key area for growth and investment. In 2007, Game Republic was fully integrated into Screen Yorkshire, allowing the games industry in the region access to its strategic investment funds. Yorkshire and Humber is home to four of the world's top 100 best performing studios (Source: Develop 100, 2008) and 40 Yorkshire companies are involved with the global games industry. Find out more at: www.gamerepublic.org  
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Notes to Editor

Game Republic, the trade association for the games sector in Yorkshire and Humber, promotes and provides support to regional games companies through developing relationships with international publishers whilst also championing collaboration through hosting networking events and making business-to-business introductions. In 2007 Game Republic was fully integrated into Screen Yorkshire enabling the games sector in the region to access its strategic investment funds.
In 2007 Screen Yorkshire funded and launched the UK’s first games academy – the Game Republic Academy in line with Skillset’s National Skills Strategy. The project will bring together the best talent in industry and academia, offering bursaries and industrial placements to students on MSc courses. Universities from Bradford, Hull and Sheffield Hallam are all part of the Game Republic Academy.

Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency, responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace.

www.screenyorkshire.co.uk 
www.gamerepublic.org
