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Screen Yorkshire’s Business Investment Fund Guidelines

Introduction

The Screen Yorkshire Business Investment Fund offers financial assistance to support business development projects. The fund is designed to stimulate economic growth in Yorkshire and Humber’s screen media companies – particularly in terms of supporting long-term sustainable job and wealth creation in the region. 

We are looking for a return on our investments, both in terms of wider economic benefits to the sector and money we get back for future reinvestment in screen media companies. The fund supports companies by sharing the financial risk involved in developing new products and services. We will only seek a return on the investment if the project is successful. All returns on investment will be used to help fund future projects in Yorkshire’s screen media sector.

Who Can Apply?

Screen Yorkshire supports companies that work within the screen media sector – TV, film, games, web and mobile. Companies must be based in the region. Prior to applying to the Investment Fund you are required to complete our benchmarking process, Vital Statistics. This applies to companies that are more than two years old and have a minimum turnover of £100,000. Companies that do not fall into this category are eligible for support through other training programmes – find out more here. Only in exceptional circumstances are we able to award Investment Funds to companies that do not meet the above criteria.  

What You Can Apply For?

We are looking for projects that show potential for growth and sustainability.  For example in TV, volume factual entertainment and returning drama series tend to be more attractive than one-off programmes. 

We also want to give priority to projects and content that can be exploited across media platforms. In order to encourage this we would welcome applications for multi-platform projects. These may come from individual companies, or companies acting in partnership (e.g. a games developer and a TV indie).

Screen Yorkshire is seeking to make a strategic intervention in your company – to help your company grow. This could happen by sharing the financial risk of a specific development project. We can offer up to 50% of your development budget. 

The investment can help fund projects that help your company grow, including:

· research and development for a specific product or service

· marketing – giving your company access to new markets

· company training and/or consultancy

What We Do Not Fund

We do not support development projects retrospectively. We strongly recommend you talk to us as early as possible. 

The Business Investment Fund does not support existing company costs or overheads, such as existing capital equipment. 

We do not support projects where there is no clear market, audience or end user.

How The Fund Works

We will seek a return on our investment; a return that recognises Screen Yorkshire’s contribution to the project and the business.  Any return will only be triggered once an applicant has achieved an identified benefit as a result of the project.  The level of return will be dependent on several factors and will reflect the benefits of the project.  We will discuss this with you as part of the assessment process. As stated above, our primary objective is to support long-term, sustainable job and wealth creation in the region. 

How to Apply

Talk to us first! It is essential that you talk to a member of the Industry Development Team about your project before you apply. Please contact Kim Heeramun, kim@screenyorkshire.co.uk 

Complete Vital Statistics. Before applying to the Business Investment Fund, all companies over two years old, and with a turnover of £100,000 plus, are required to complete our benchmarking process  - click here
After talking to the development team, download and complete the application form for the investment fund here and return to the address provided on the form.

Download the assessment criteria here.
There are no deadlines, we accept applications on a rolling basis. You are encouraged to talk to us in the early planning stages of your project. 

Assessment Process

We are committed to responding to your application quickly and will make a decision within 20 working days, in most cases. 

Our internal investment panel will assess your application and will make a recommendation for investment. Within the assessment period you may be asked for more information to support your application. 

Your application will be assessed according to the following criteria:

Does the application meet with Screen Yorkshire’s strategic objectives?

What are the economic benefits in terms of jobs and wealth creation?

Quality of the proposal

Level of risk – to the company and Screen Yorkshire

Budget – detail and quality of information provided

Funds are paid in stages, on completion of agreed milestones.
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