PRESS RELEASE: 21 SEPTEMBER 2009

DIGITAL AGENCY SECURES REGIONAL FUNDING FOR ‘INQUBATOR’
Screen Yorkshire has announced that Sheffield-based digital agency Quba are the latest regional company to benefit from the Screen Yorkshire Business Investment Fund, as they announce an award of £20,000 towards the development of their innovation and entrepreneurship enterprise, inQubator.


The funding will be used to support intellectual property (IP) development by the region’s innovative individuals and start-up companies, with a view to producing and taking products to market. InQubator is all about building and investing in innovation and entrepreneurship through the creation and exploitation of IP, and aims to turn ideas for new digital products and services into successful, sustainable long-term businesses. Screen Yorkshire’s investment will be used to develop and test the inQubator framework through the operation of a pilot and in marketing the inQubator to attract entrepreneurs with ideas.

As part of the development for the inQubator framework, Quba are offering individuals or start-ups an incubation package worth up to £25,000, which includes specialist support from the Quba team, plus the use of office space in Sheffield. All that’s needed to apply is an idea that could change the way that people think about and use the internet. If you think you have a winning idea that could be the next ‘facebook’, ‘youtube’ or ‘ebay’, then visit www.quba.co.uk/inqubator to apply before noon on 30th September 2009. The inQubator is open to both individuals and small start-up companies alike.
Darren Bristow, Director of Innovation at Quba says:

“Quba has established itself as a leading digital agency within the region for the provision of web development and digital marketing, however we recognise that significant value can be generated through the creation of IP in innovative digital products and services. We have ideas of our own but are very excited by the opportunity of working with bright young talent with great ideas that have commercial potential”.

Screen Yorkshire Chief Executive Sally Joynson says: 

“We’re delighted to be working with Quba on this exciting new project to promote innovation and entrepreneurship in the region. The creation and exploitation of IP will have a major role to play in building wealth within the region as we work towards ensuring that Yorkshire has a significant role to play in the development of a digital future”.

Screen Yorkshire’s investment in the inQubator follows the announcement last month that Game Republic, the association for the games sector in Yorkshire and Humber and part of Screen Yorkshire, has awarded £30,000 of business investment funds to Sheffield-based games developer Tuna for the development of their award-nominated game Cletus Claytm.  
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Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four-year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace.

We offer a variety of funding and support initiatives to screen media companies based in the region, supported by our two key partners, Yorkshire Forward and the UK Film Council. Screen Yorkshire has a Business Investment Fund, distributes Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council and runs a series of broadcast training schemes in partnership with Skillset. For further information, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk









