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ITV investment promises bright future for production in Leeds

Yorkshire Forward, Leeds City Council and Screen Yorkshire have welcomed ITV plans for the £5million redevelopment of the Kirkstall Road studios in Leeds.

The investment will see the original main building upgraded and refurbished to accommodate the Emmerdale production centre, which is currently situated on Burley Road, as well as putting in place first class High Definition facilities.

Tom Riordan, Chief Executive at Yorkshire Forward, said: “This investment is a vote of confidence for the future of television production here in Yorkshire, which is due in no small part to the partnership forged between Leeds City Council, Yorkshire Forward and Screen Yorkshire in the wake of the announced closure of the ITV - Yorkshire studios.

“We’ve always maintained that Yorkshire has the locations and talented crew to build a healthy future as a production base, and this is something we were very keen to promote to ITV during our discussions with them.

“This investment shows that ITV share our faith in the future of the studios and the industry as a whole in the region.”

Sally Joynson, Chief Executive of Screen Yorkshire, said: "This is brilliant news for ITV Yorkshire and the wider production community in the region. 

“This announcement guarantees and strengthens ITV Yorkshire's production base in Leeds which is so important to the long term future of production in the region. 

“Screen Yorkshire will be working closely with ITV Yorkshire to ensure the region continues to be a key player in UK drama production and to support this new production centre."
Councillor Andrew Carter, leader of Leeds City Council said: "I am delighted to hear this announcement, which will deliver a huge boost to the television production industry in Yorkshire.
 

"Emmerdale is one of the county's most successful exports and this investment will ensure that Leeds remains its home for many years to come."
ENDS

For further information or to arrange an interview, please contact Dan Murphy, Press Manager on 0113 3949904 or email Daniel.murphy@yorkshire-forward.com

Yorkshire Forward

· Yorkshire Forward is the Regional Development Agency behind the economic regeneration of Yorkshire and Humber. It aims to make a positive difference by investing in jobs, improving towns and cities, and in supporting businesses throughout the region. 
· Yorkshire Forward’s investment across the region is maximised by attracting European Regional Development Funding from the Objectives One and Two programmes and the 2007-2013 Regional Competitiveness and Employment Programmes.
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