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NORTHERN SCREEN AGENCIES TEAM UP TO EXPOSE FILM AND TV TALENT BASE

Regional Screen Agencies from across the North of England have come together to launch an online database showcasing crew, facilities, creative and digital talent from across the North. Screen Yorkshire, Northern Film & Media and Northwest Vision and Media are the three agencies working in partnership to launch the online database, which is aimed at maximising job opportunities for freelancers working in the production and creative sectors and providing a one-stop shop for film and TV companies shooting in the North.

The Northern Exposure database (www.northern-exposure.info) which goes live on 02 June 2009 holds details of over 3,000 freelance crew, facilities and production companies based right across the North of England: from Sunderland to Sheffield; from Blackpool to Bridlington. It is hoped that Northern Exposure will highlight the scope of freelance crew and other resources available in the North to feature film, TV and other projects both nationally and internationally, as well as providing increased employment support to the North’s dynamic and mobile freelance workforce. 
Northern Exposure will feature thousands of highly skilled freelancers working in the production and creative sectors, including crew from across all grades, many of whom have gained recent experience working on big name TV and feature film productions such as The Damned United, Red Riding and Unforgiven, which all shot in Yorkshire; Shameless, Waterloo Road and Britannia High all filmed in the North West; and Wire in the Blood and 55 Degrees North, both of which were shot in the North East.
Screen Yorkshire Chief Executive Sally Joynson said:

This is a fantastic opportunity for the three northern regions to work in partnership to showcase the amazing wealth of talent that’s located here. Our hope is that Northern Exposure will strengthen the entire North’s position as home to some of the most talented individuals and accessible production facilities in the UK. 
Director of Production and Locations at Northwest Vision and Media, Kaye Elliott said: 

We're delighted that the three northern screen agencies are working together to promote the fantastic talent that we all have. I'm sure this database will be invaluable in helping to profile our regions both nationally and internationally.
Tom Harvey, Chief Executive of Northern Film & Media, said: 

The Northern Exposure website provides a fantastic tool with which we can link the talent of the North to production companies from the national and international market. Northern Film & Media is delighted to be working in partnership with our fellow northern screen agencies on the Northern Exposure website. It is a great example of what we can achieve in the North when we pool our collective resource and talent.
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Notes to the Editor:
Screen Yorkshire is the Regional Screen Agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, television, games and interactive media sector for the region. Our aim is to grow the screen media industries in Yorkshire and Humber by creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

We offer a variety of funding and support initiatives to screen media companies based in the region, supported by our two key partners, Yorkshire Forward and the UK Film Council. Screen Yorkshire’s Production Fund invests in film and television production in the region. Recent credits include; The Damned United, Red Riding, Unforgiven, Wuthering Heights, Lost in Austen, Brideshead Revisited and the BAFTA award winning This Is England. Screen Yorkshire is committed to developing regional talent and supports low budget feature slate Warp X, in partnership with the UK Film Council, Film4 and Optimum Releasing. Warp X’s first two films A Complete History of My Sexual Failures and Donkey Punch were released in the UK in Summer 2008. Their third film, Hush, a thriller from writer/director Mark Tonderai was released in spring 2009 and All Tomorrow’s Parties will have its premiere at Edinburgh International Film Festival in June. Bunny and the Bull and La Chinoise are currently in post production. 

Screen Yorkshire also has a Business Investment Fund, distributes Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council and runs a series of broadcast training schemes in partnership with Skillset. For further information, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk
Northern Film & Media is the Regional Screen Agency for the North East of England. We exist to introduce the talent to the market and bring the market to the talent. 

One of nine Regional Screen Agencies across England, we exist to develop the moving image sector of the region, covering Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, County Durham, and the Tees Valley. Northern Film & Media develops the moving image sector by investing in people and their ideas. We focus our energies and expertise upon engaging with and developing individuals and companies working in film, television, animation, commercials, multi-media, and innovative technologies. 
Northern Film & Media receives funding from and works in partnership with a range of organisations including, ONE North East (Regional Development Agency for North East England), the UK Film Council, Skillset and European Structural Funds. 
Northwest Vision and Media works on behalf of the creative and digital industries in the Northwest to grow a world-class creative and digital economy within the region. We provide strategic leadership, help to build businesses, develop skills and talent, encourage and invest in production and inspire audiences. Find out more at www.visionandmedia.co.uk
We are immensely proud of our film friendly region, which boast the UK’s most experienced and established network of five film offices in the UK. We have Film Officers based in Manchester, Liverpool, Cheshire, Cumbria and Lancashire, each providing a free, one-stop-shop film liaison service. Covering all aspects of filming and production, including location sourcing and filming access, our film officers are also on hand to offer expert industry advice and support.
Northwest Vision and Media is funded by the Northwest Regional Development Agency, UK Film Council and Skillset. Additional funding is also provided by local authorities and other organisations thought the region.





















