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THE SEARCH IS ON FOR THE NORTH’ S TOP TV COMEDY WRITING TALENT 

Regional Screen Agencies from across the North of England have teamed up with        BBC writersroom and BBC Comedy in a search for the best comedy writing talent from across the North. Screen Yorkshire, Northern Film & Media and North West Vision and Media have joined forces with the BBC to launch ‘Northern Laughs’, a scheme aimed at unearthing the next generation of television comedy writers from the North, with a view to developing a TV comedy script for the BBC.

‘Northern Laughs’ will provide training and development opportunities for up to three comedy writers from each northern region. The selected writers will learn about writing for television comedy through a programme of mentoring and workshops designed to equip them with a detailed and invaluable insight into writing comedy for the BBC. Leeds-born writer and producer Jeremy Dyson (The League of Gentlemen, Funland, Armstrong and Miller) will be mentoring the selected writers from the Yorkshire region, and guiding them through the television comedy writing process. 

Jeremy said: 
It's brilliant that the BBC and its partners are initiating a scheme like this.  It is exactly the sort of encouragement and support I dreamed of finding when I was starting out as a writer.  It can be tough when you're beginning and an opportunity such this can make a huge difference.
Each writer will receive a development bursary from BBC writersroom and there will be an opportunity for a writer representing each region to have their work showcased at the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in August 2009. At the end of the development process each script will be considered by BBC Comedy and the best ideas will be put forward to the BBC Comedy Commissioner in the North. Writers will also have a calling card script with which they can then apply for the BBC's College of Comedy 2010.
Kate Rowland, Creative Director of New Writing for the BBC said: 
New writers are the lifeblood of the BBC and keeping the output fresh and original is our main priority. It’s a brilliant opportunity for us to work in partnership with Screen Yorkshire to find and develop new comedy talent.

It is hoped that the scheme will continue Yorkshire’s already rich comedy writing heritage. Jeremy Dyson is one quarter of the comedy writing team behind The League of Gentlemen, and met his fellow co-writers whilst studying at Bretton Hall College of Performing Arts in Wakefield. Hull-born comedy writer and actor Derren Litten has also taken his place among the comedy writing greats, with credits including The Catherine Tate Show, Green Wing and the award-winning Benidorm, which will return to our screens with a third series later in the year. 
WORKSHOPS
To launch ‘Northern Laughs’, BBC writersroom and BBC Comedy North are coming to Leeds on Monday 2nd February to host an evening of talks about writing comedy for the BBC. Anyone who is interested in applying to ‘Northern Laughs’ is welcome to attend this event which will take place at the Carriageworks Theatre, Millennium Square from 18.00 – 20.00. Attendees should register by email: writersroom.events@bbc.co.uk. Similar workshops are set to take place in Newcastle and Manchester later in the month. 

The final deadline for applications is Thursday 12th March 2009. 

To find out more about ‘Northern Laughs’, including information on how to apply, go to: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk. 
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Notes to Editor
Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. 

Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 
In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four-year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council 
We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 

Skillset
Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.

BBC WRITERSROOM

BBC writersroom finds and develops drama and comedy writers for the BBC working across all broadcast platforms. They are the first point of call for writers coming to the organisation. Please go to www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom for further information. 

NORTHEN FILM & MEDIA
Northern Film & Media is the Regional Screen Agency for the North East of England. We exist to introduce the talent to the market and bring the market to the talent.  

One of nine Regional Screen Agencies across England, we exist to develop the moving image sector of the region, covering Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, County Durham, and the Tees Valley. Northern Film & Media develops the moving image sector by investing in people and their ideas. We focus our energies and expertise upon engaging with and developing individuals and companies working in film, television, animation, commercials, multi-media, and innovative technologies.  

Northern Film & Media receives funding from and works in partnership with a range of organisations including, ONE North East (Regional Development Agency for North East England), the UK Film Council, Skillset and European Structural Funds. 

NORTHWEST VISION AND MEDIA

Northwest Vision and Media works on behalf of the creative and digital industries in the Northwest to grow a world-class creative and digital economy within the region. We provide strategic leadership, help to build businesses, develop skills and talent, encourage and invest in production and inspire audiences. Find out more at www.visionandmedia.co.uk
