PRESS RELEASE 30/04/09
YORKSHIRE TV COMEDY WRITERS OF THE FUTURE EMBARK ON NORTHERN LAUGHS, A BBC DEVELOPMENT SCHEME WORKING WITH TOP COMEDY MENTORS.

Screen Yorkshire has joined forces with BBC writersroom, BBC Comedy North and other Northern Screen Agencies to find and develop exciting new comedy writing talent through Northern Laughs.  

Northern Laughs will provide training and development opportunities for three new comedy voices from each northern region. The selected writers from Yorkshire are Dave Baird, Lucy Beaumont and Andy Woolton - who will learn about writing for television comedy through a programme of mentoring and workshops designed to equip them with a detailed and invaluable insight into writing comedy for the BBC. 
Leeds-born writer and producer Jeremy Dyson (The League of Gentlemen, Funland, Armstrong and Miller) will be mentoring the selected writers from the Yorkshire region, and guiding them through the television comedy writing process.  Ian La Frenais (The Likely Lads, Auf Weidersehen Pet, Going Straight and Porridge) will mentor the North East writer talent, and comedy writing duo Craig Cash and Phil Mealey (The Royle Family, Early Doors and Sunshine) will mentor the Northwest comedy writing talent.

For writers interested in finding out more about writing comedy for the BBC there will be a Q&A in Leeds chaired by Kate Rowland, with Jeremy Dyson, Phil Mealey and Micheál Jacob, Creative Head BBC College of Comedy on Wednesday 6th May 2009 from 5.30pm – 7.45pm in the Tiled Hall at Leeds Art Gallery.

Hugo Heppell, Head of Production at Screen Yorkshire, said: “Yorkshire has produced great comedy writing over the years, from Alan Bennett and Monty Python to The League of Gentlemen. Working across the North with the other screen agencies and the BBC we hope to develop the next generation of comedy writing talent.”
Jeremy Dyson said: "It's brilliant that the BBC and its partners are initiating a scheme like this.  It is exactly the sort of encouragement and support I dreamed of finding when I was starting out as a writer.  It can be tough when you're beginning and an opportunity such this can make a huge difference."
Each writer/writing team awarded a place on the scheme will receive a bursary from BBC writersroom to support their development, and extracts from the work developed through the scheme will be showcased during the Edinburgh Fringe Festival on the 27th August 2009. Writers will work closely with their mentors to develop their scripts and will also receive comedy writing masterclasses from top comedy writers and producers including Carmel Morgan (Drop Dead Gorgeous, The Royle Family, Shameless).
At the end of the development process each script will be considered by BBC Comedy North and the best ideas will be put forward to the BBC Comedy Commissioner for the Nations and Regions. Writers will also have a calling card script with which they can then apply for the BBC's College of Comedy 2010.

“New writers are the lifeblood of the BBC and keeping the output fresh and original is our main priority. It’s a brilliant opportunity for us to work in partnership with  BBC Comedy and the Regional Screen Agencies in this way to find and develop new comedy talent,” said Kate Rowland, the BBC’s Creative Director of New Writing.
Northern Laughs has been made possible by the partnership and funding support of the Regional Screen Agencies – Northern Film and Media, Screen Yorkshire and Northwest Vision and Media. 

To find out more about Northern Laughs please contact the writersroom’s Project Manager for the North of England katherine.beacon@bbc.co.uk 

Screen Yorkshire press enquires:  Marie Kitney marie@screenyorkshire.co.uk 0113 236 8245

ENDS 

Notes to Editor

BBC WRITERSROOM
BBC writersroom finds and develops drama and comedy writers for the BBC working across all broadcast platforms. They are the first point of call for writers coming to the organisation. Please go to www.bbc.co.uk/writersroom for further information.
SCREEN YORKSHIRE is the regional screen agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. www.screenyorkshire.co.uk
