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YORKSHIRE PRODUCTION COMPANY WINS PRESTIGIOUS INTERACTIVE TV DEAL WITH BBC

Leeds-based TRUE NORTH has secured a large commission replacing the BBC’s long-running “Heaven & Earth” religious show. True North’s proposal to broadcast a live religious show from a loft in Bradford has beaten off scores of other applicants from production companies across the UK. 
LIFE FROM THE LOFT (working title) will debate the defining issues of our age including faith, spirituality and morality in an appealing and accessible magazine style. With an emphasis on interactivity, the series will feature multi-platform spin offs and opportunities for audience involvement throughout the week. The weekly show, exec produced for True North by Andrew Sheldon, will transmit on BBC1 on Sunday mornings for six months from March 2008, the BBC will then decide whether to extend the contract by two years, worth £6 million.

TRUE NORTH worked in partnership with Sheffield based new media company QUBA, who offered strategic advice, guidance and development for the multi-platform elements of the proposal. QUBA will continue to work with TRUE NORTH to deliver the interactive content integral to LIFE FROM THE LOFT 

Glyn Middleton, Company Director at True North says: ‘‘This is fantastic news – not just for True North, but for the industry in the region. Screen Yorkshire has played a pivotal role in helping us to secure this commission, which will create a significant number of jobs for crew, as well as production and technical services based in the region.’’ 

The commission cements the extraordinary rise of True North, which formed in 2002 and is now making high-profile network programmes for all major UK and international channels, including the daytime series Animal 24:7 for BBC1.

Tony Parker, Head of Industry Development at Screen Yorkshire says: ‘’True North is one of the most successful and exciting indies in the UK right now. Winning this prestigious contract with the BBC shows that they can compete with some of the country’s leading independent production companies.’’
Colin Philpott, Head of The National Media Museum, adds: "This is wonderful news for Bradford and helps to build the city's reputation as a leading media centre. We look forward to supporting the production team."
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Notes to Editor: 

TRUE NORTH, based in Leeds, is one of the UK’s fastest growing independent production companies and was short listed in the Best Independent Production Company category at the Broadcast Awards 2006. Production credits range from high-end prime time documentaries to long running series, including the highly successful Animal 24:7 on BBC1 and Five’s MacIntyre’s Big Sting. Since True North was founded in 2002, it has gained a strong reputation for delivering high production values through a team of talented filmmakers and is now one of the biggest indies in the North.

Sheffield based QUBA NEW MEDIA ltd formed in 2000. Quba brings together design excellence and technical insight to create unique digital experiences - from websites, to fully interactive DVD materials and mobile. Find out more at: www.quba.co.uk 

Established in 2002, Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency  - the gateway to the best in film, broadcast and digital media in the Yorkshire and Humber region. The agency is responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast and interactive media sector for the region. 
Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 

In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council: 

We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 

Skillset: 

Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
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