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ROUTE TO SUCCESS FOR NEW YORKSHIRE TV TALENT

A brand new scheme launches today, open to individuals throughout Yorkshire and North Lincolnshire who want to forge a career path in the highly competitive television industry. Northern Routes will give successful applicants the opportunity to get invaluable hands on experience through a range of placement opportunities with award winning programme makers.

The initiative, aimed at nurturing and developing the industry workforce across the northern regions, is a partnership between the three northern regional screen agencies; Screen Yorkshire, Northwest Vision and Media and Northern Film and Media and supported by the training body for the audiovisual industries, Skillset. Yorkshire has a long standing reputation for television production, home to ITV Yorkshire and well established dramas such as Heartbeat, The Royal and Emmerdale, but recent years have witnessed an increase in film and television production coming to the region, creating an increase in demand for indigenous crew.

Last week, Leeds City Markets was transformed to double for London’s Hammersmith City underground station for the filming of the latest ITV drama to shoot here, Lost In Austen. The production, which tells the story of a modern-day heroine who gets the chance to swap lives with a Jane Austen character and live her life in Georgian Britain, used some of the region’s most stunning locations including Bramham Park, Wetherby and York to portray the contrast between Georgian Britain and modern day city life. Working Title productions chose Haworth as the location for their upcoming feature film Wild Child earlier this year and Channel Four’s recent hard hitting drama Britz shot at urban locations in Leeds and Bradford.

Sally Joynson, Chief Executive, Screen Yorkshire

“Some of the best and most successful programme makers are based in Yorkshire and their productions are shown around the world. Production executives are attracted to the region by the strong infrastructure, diversity of locations and the positive filming experience they have here. This is an invaluable opportunity for individuals to get experience and training with highly skilled, creative teams and make the contacts necessary to set them on a path to a successful career in the broadcast industry.’’

Michael Grade, Chief Executive of ITV and Skillset Patron, said: 

"If we are to stay in touch with our audience demands we need an ongoing supply of fresh ideas, creativity and diverse perspectives. Structured trainee schemes like Northern Routes are one of the key industry responses to this issue and I'm very pleased to give ITV's support to this scheme."
Jim Farmery, Head of Innovation at Yorkshire Forward – who support Screen Yorkshire as part of their commitment to developing the creative industries in Yorkshire and Humber adds:

“Yorkshire and Humber is the fastest growing location for the creative industries outside of London with a very strong and diverse production genre that is attracting exciting new talent.  

The Northern Routes programme will provide an access point for this talent base, giving them exposure to industry experts that will allow them to develop their individual skills as well as contributing to the developing expertise of this important regional industry.”
The scheme is open to applicants aged 18 and over across the North East, North West and Yorkshire, who have a minimum of three months relevant industry experience through either paid or voluntary work. Participants will attend a series of workshops, prior to a 12-week work placement with a production company. They will also receive bespoke training based on individual needs, one to one mentor support and a training allowance of £300 per week. Closing date for applications: 02 January 2008. 

For full application details, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk, www.visionandmedia.co.uk,
www.northernmedia.org or email northernroutes@screenyorkshire.co.uk
Applications are being sought in the following areas:

· Researcher

· Production Assistant

· Makeup and Hair 

· Camera 

· Costume/Wardrobe

· Post Production 

· Production Design

· Location Assistant 

· Sound

· Production Accountant

· Script Supervisor 
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Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency, responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. In May 2006, Screen Yorkshire launched its four-year £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme, supported by Yorkshire Forward. Screen Yorkshire sees skills development as an integral part of its programme and is committed to developing regional talent in all areas of media. We deliver a wide range of talent development and training schemes in partnership with Yorkshire Forward, The UK Film Council and Skillset, including short filmmaking schemes, script writing courses, worked based skills development and one to one support. To find out more, visit www.screenyorkshire.co.uk 
Northwest Vision and Media is a highly focused organisation, concentrating on driving forward the audiovisual industries in the Northwest. We work on behalf of the TV, film, radio and digital content industries, offering a platform to market the industry regionally, nationally and internationally. We give strategic, informed direction to lead the growth of audiovisual content in the region. For more information, please visit our website www.visionandmedia.co.uk
Northern Film & Media is the Regional Screen Agency for the North East of England. One of nine Regional Screen Agencies across England, we exist to develop the moving image sector of the region, covering Northumberland, Tyne & Wear, County Durham, and the Tees Valley. Northern Film & Media develops the moving image sector by investing in people and their ideas. We focus our energies and expertise upon engaging with and developing individuals and companies working in film, television, animation, commercials, multi-media, and innovative technologies. The North East moving image industry is worth £121m to the regional economy. Northern Film & Media receives funding from and works in partnership with a range of organisations including, ONE North East (Regional Development Agency for North East England), the UK Film Council, Skillset and European Structural Funds. www.northernmedia.org
Skillset is the Sector Skills Council for the Audio Visual Industries covering Broadcast, Film, Video, Interactive Media and Photo Imaging. Sector Skills Councils (SSCs) are licensed by the UK Government and by Ministers in the devolved administrations to tackle the skills and productivity challenge by sector. SSCs are independent, UK wide organisations developed by groups of influential employers in industry or business sectors of economic or strategic significance. SSCs are employer-led and actively involve trade unions, professional bodies and other stakeholders in the sector. www.skillest.org






