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Screen England Takes A Big Step Forward

Improved support for the country’s screen industries is on the way

The English screen agency network is moving to a new level with two key appointments designed to strengthen the organisation’s operational activities and give it a more effective and singular voice. Ruth Pitt takes on the newly created national role of Screen England Executive Director, and John Newbigin becomes the organisation’s first independent chair.

Ruth is an experienced broadcaster with a wide knowledge of content production in the commercial and public sectors. She will be looking for ways to help the nation’s nine screen agencies to provide more integrated and effective support for jobs, businesses and new skills across film, television, games, new media and film culture. 

Her priority will be looking for practical ways to implement the ambitious vision outlined in the government’s recently published Digital Britain report. 

“Digital Britain demonstrates how dramatically the media landscape is changing,” says Ruth. “We believe the regional screen agencies are perfectly placed to help content producers, new talent and also consumers to make the transition to a fully digital universe”. 

The regional screen agencies have helped to transform production throughout England and they’ve supported some of the best providers of creative content in the world. But Pitt believes they can go further. “Thousands of jobs and businesses have been created or supported across the network in England, so maintaining that momentum is more important now than ever before. I intend to play a full part in ensuring that our film and TV, games and new media producers stay ahead of the game - and continue to offer the best creative ideas and value for money as the national economy weathers recession.”

The executive director role will also involve finding ways that the regional screen agencies can continue to build public value across England and contribute more to the cultural life of the nation, with a focus on providing archive, education and screening opportunities to the widest possible range of communities.

Also dedicated to giving Screen England a stronger and more focused voice is the organisation’s first independent chair, John Newbigin. John has worked in the area of public sector funding for the creative industries for many years and has vast experience of the work of the regional screen agencies. He has been helping Screen England on a consultancy basis for the last year and has agreed to take on the challenging role of chairing Screen England, running a board consisting of the network’s nine chief executives and the executive director.

“The screen agencies have played a heroic but largely unsung role in brokering investment, skills development and strategic support for media and creative businesses,” says John. “This initiative will enable us to increase the screen agencies’ contribution to a dynamic creative economy in the English regions.”

The position of deputy chair will rotate annually between the agencies and its first incumbent is Sally Joynson, CEO of Screen Yorkshire. “It’s vital that we target funding support where it can be utilised most productively. These new appointments will really help us to look at the big picture across the whole of England and make our already lean operation into a mean machine, supporting businesses and producers all the way from the grass roots of local talent to the dizzy heights of Hollywood.”

The new appointments look set to be welcomed by the regional screen network’s many partners. Peter Salmon, the new Director of BBC North, says the appointments couldn’t come at a better time. “I've been really impressed by the drive and energy of screen agencies, particularly in my new patch across BBC North. They play an increasingly important role in supporting key projects, talent and content - from archive to feature films. Ruth will bring her customary passion and commitment to this new role at Screen England, making this activity more joined up and even more effective. That's very good news for programme and filmmakers”.
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Andrew Craske: andrew@screenyorkshire.co.uk

0113 294 4410

Editor’s Notes

Ruth Pitt - Biog

Ruth began her career as a magazine journalist and radio and television news reporter. She is a multiple award-winning documentary producer and ran her own successful independent production company, Real Life Productions, for eight years before becoming head of documentaries at Granada Television in 1996. She joined the BBC as editor of the long-running Everyman documentary strand in 1999 and shortly afterwards became creative director of documentaries in BBC Religion and Ethics. Ruth worked for two years on the Corporation’s ambitious plans for moving production out of London, before returning to the independent sector as an executive producer with the acclaimed Century Films in 2006. For the last four years Ruth has been a member of the Screen Yorkshire board and is also a member of the Skillset North industry Panel, a Skillset Media Academy assessor and a former member of the Northern Way Public Art Committee. 

Regional Screen Agency Network:

EM Media 



www.em-media.org.uk 

Film London



www.filmlondon.org.uk 

Northern Film and Media 

www.northernmedia.org 

North West Vision and Media  
www.northwestvision.co.uk   

Screen East



www.screeneast.co.uk 

Screen South


www.screensouth.org 

Screen West Midlands

www.screenwm.co.uk


Screen Yorkshire


www.screenyorkshire.co.uk 

South West Screen


www.swscreen.co.uk 

