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SCREEN YORKSHIRE UPS THE GAME
Regional Screen Agency Screen Yorkshire has appointed a wealth of new talent aimed at strengthening the Games and Interactive Media industries throughout the Yorkshire and Humber region. The recent appointments within Screen Yorkshire’s Industry Development team will give Yorkshire’s screen media industries a boost, with particular focus on developing and promoting the Games and Interactive Media sectors throughout the region.

New appointments within the Industry Development team at Screen Yorkshire include Jamie Sefton as Sector Manager of Game Republic, Robin Cramp as Sector Development Officer for Interactive Media, and Gavin Wilson who takes on the role of Sector Manager for Corporate and Commercial Production.
Sally Joynson, Chief Executive of Screen Yorkshire says:

“More people are employed by the Interactive Media sector than in any other screen media industry in the region. It is therefore integral to Screen Yorkshire’s industry development strategy that we have experienced and talented personnel in these key roles to assist the region’s creative companies in steering successfully through the current economic climate”.
Jamie Sefton joins Screen Yorkshire as Sector Manager of Game Republic. In this role, Jamie’s mission will be to support, encourage and promote video games development in the Yorkshire and Humber region, which is already home to over 40 companies and four of the World's Top 100 best performing studios (Source: Develop 100, 2008). Jamie has been involved in the games industry for a decade, working for two of the UK's biggest publishers; Dennis Publishing and Future Publishing, as well as evaluating video games on a freelance basis.

Robin Cramp takes on the role of Sector Development Officer for Interactive Media at Screen Yorkshire, and is charged with harnessing the new opportunities arising as screen media industries converge and media is distributed across different platforms. Robin joins the organisation from Quba in Sheffield, where he was employed as an Assistant Producer. He also recently won the b.TWEEN08 award for Best Branding Talent.

Gavin Wilson joins Screen Yorkshire in the newly established role of Sector Manager for Corporate and Commercial Production. Gavin has a long track record both in corporate and TV production, as well as writing, teaching and lecturing. 
Screen Yorkshire has also made recent appointments within its Production Liaison and Exhibition and Education teams, tasked with continuing and capitalising on the recent high levels of production within the Yorkshire and Humber region, and developing the cultural and economic advantages which this brings. 
Jim Richardson joins Screen Yorkshire as Production Liaison Manager and is charged with building on the high levels of production drawn to the region throughout 2008. Jim joins Screen Yorkshire from Yorkshire Television where he has held various management roles in resourcing, client liaison and facility sales. 

Chris Hordley takes on the role of Production Liaison Officer and is an experienced drama location manager with a comprehensive knowledge of locations throughout the region. Most recently Chris has been responsible for managing the process of transferring Screen Yorkshire's remaining paper-based location records on to the online database, which now showcases around 4,000 locations throughout the region.
Emma Melling joins Screen Yorkshire in the role of Education Officer and is tasked with encouraging practitioners to increase film literacy through both formal and informal education and encouraging media literacy generally in people of all ages. Emma joins Screen Yorkshire from the Bradford-based Arts organization Kala Sangam, and also sits on the Regional Advisory Panel for the English Youth Arts Network (ENYAN).
ENDS

Screen Yorkshire media enquiries and image requests:
Rachel McWatt, Marketing & Communications Officer
Screen Yorkshire 

t. +44 (0) 113 236 8224

e. rachel@screeenyorkshire.co.uk
Notes to the Editor
Screen Yorkshire is the Regional Screen Agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, television, games and interactive media sector for the region. Our aim is to grow the screen media industries in Yorkshire and Humber by creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 
 

We offer a variety of funding and support initiatives to screen media companies based in the region, supported by our two key partners, Yorkshire Forward and the UK Film Council. Alongside support for regional companies, we work nationally and internationally to attract inward investment and simulate the economic growth of the industry in the region.
Game Republic, the trade association for the games sector in Yorkshire and Humber, promotes and provides support to regional games companies through developing relationships with international publishers whilst also championing collaboration through hosting networking events and making business-to-business introductions. In 2007 Game Republic was fully integrated into Screen Yorkshire enabling the games sector in the region to access its strategic investment funds.





















