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YORKSHIRE’S CITIES ON THE RADAR FOR SPOOKS CODE: 9

Viewers from the region can expect to see some familiar locations on their TV screens over the next few weeks when a new six-part drama starts on BBC 3. Spooks: Code 9 - a spin off from the popular Spooks series - sees MI5 set up a Northern base in the wake of a nuclear explosion in London in 2013. Producers Kudos set up their offices at a former Bradford police station, which doubled as studio space, with further filming taking place at locations across Leeds and Bradford.

London has been evacuated following a nuclear bomb and the country's power base has shifted north. In the wake of the attack, MI5 must completely restructure and establish field offices across the UK, working to gather intelligence from the very heart of local communities. 

Other locations used across Yorkshire included: Hanover Square (used for a nuclear fallout scene), Park Square, Clarence Dock, Oracle Bar, Victoria Quarter and Millenium Square, all in Leeds, along with a disused fire station in Bradford.

Producer of Spooks:Code 9 Chris Fry says:” Yorkshire had the variety of locations, ease of getting around, high quality crew and a great infrastructure. Screen Yorkshire worked with us right from the start to ensure the production shot in the region. I’d recommend Yorkshire as a production base to any drama producer, we all had a great experience and I’d definitely look to shoot there again.”

“Attracting a major TV brand such as Spooks is part of Screen Yorkshire’s strategy to grow production in the region. We look forward to working with Kudos again in the future. Spooks Code:9 was supported by Screen Yorkshire through its Production Fund and we worked extensively to secure the locations and crew for the production along with placing a number of trainees through our Northern Routes scheme,” said Hugo Heppell, Head of Production at Screen Yorkshire.

Led by experienced spook Hannah (Joanne Froggatt, Life On Mars) the rookie team is made up of Charlie (Liam Boyle, Drop Dead Gorgeous), a mathematician and genius problem solver, Rachel (Ruta Gedmintas, The Tudors), an ex-police officer with ambitions to be a leader, and Jez (Heshima Thompson, Prime Suspect: The Final Act), a new breed of spook altogether – a former criminal gone straight. Vik (Christopher Simpson, Brick Lane) chose MI5 over a career in his family's business, while Rob (Andrew Knott, The History Boys) was a junior doctor at the time of the bomb and Kylie (Georgia Moffett, Doctor Who) was a psychology student just back from her gap year.
Screen Yorkshire is supporting a high volume of production in Yorkshire this summer: Revolution Films start shooting next month on Red Riding – a drama trilogy for Channel 4 adapted by Tony Grisoni from David Peace’s cult noir novels set in the dark and paranoid world of 1970s and early 80s Yorkshire at the time of the Ripper murders, whilst filming has just wrapped on Peter Morgan’s adaptation of another of the author’s novels, The Damned United, charting Brian Clough's troubled 44-day tenure at Leeds United.. Mammoth Screen are in Yorkshire for the second time in twelve months to film an adaptation of Wuthering Heights for ITV after the success of their shoot for Lost In Austen, due to hit TV screens this autumn. The Red Production company commence a seven-week shoot for Unforgiven - a more contemporary drama for ITV later this month.
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Notes to Editor

Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency, responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, television, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. In May 2006, Screen Yorkshire launched its four-year £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme, supported by Yorkshire Forward.

 
Screen Yorkshire’s Production Fund, which aims to develop a long-term and successful production sector in the region, supports projects across the whole range of screen media activity, including feature film, television, games and interactive media. Recent credits include; This Is England, Brideshead Revisited, The Damned United, The Red Riding Trilogy, The Cottage, Lost in Austen, Wuthering Heights and Spooks: Code 9. Screen Yorkshire is committed to developing regional talent in all areas of media and supports low budget feature slate, Warp X in partnership with UK Film Council, Film4, Optimum Releasing and EM Media. Warp X is releasing four films in 2008: A Complete History of My Sexual Failures, Donkey Punch, Hush and All Tomorrow's Parties
Screen Yorkshire has a Business Investment Fund, distributes Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council and runs a series of broadcast training schemes in partnership with Skillset. For further information, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk
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