PRESS RELEASE:  03 DECEMBER 2009

SUNDANCE SHINES SPOTLIGHT ON YORKSHIRE'S WORLD CLASS FILM INDUSTRY 
The Sundance Film Festival has announced its competition line-up today, which features two films made by Yorkshire production companies. Son of Babylon (Human Film) and Four Lions (Warp Films) will both screen in the ‘World Cinema Dramatic Competition’ at Sundance, the key annual international festival for independent cinema, which takes place in Utah from 21st - 31st January 2010. 

Son of Babylon is a Leeds / Iraqi film written and directed by Mohamed Al-Daradji and produced by Leeds based Human Film with support from Screen Yorkshire's Production Fund. The film unearths Iraq's hidden horrors as Al-Daradji takes his audience on a journey through Iraq in 2003....Saddam Hussein has fallen and on hearing the news that prisoners of war have been found alive in the South, Ahmed, a young boy and his grandmother, Um Ibrahim, set out to uncover the fate of the boy's father, one of the many soldiers who never came home. From the mountains of Kurdistan to the sands of Babylon, as his grandmother struggles to accept an awful truth, Ahmed retraces the footsteps of a father he never knew. 


Son of Babylon is the second feature film from Mohamed Al-Daradji, following his debut Alhaam, a film that represented Iraq for the Oscar and Golden Globe Awards in 2007. Son of Babylon is a multi-national collaboration of independent filmmakers that has united many well respected organisations from the US, Europe and the Middle East including: Sundance Institute (US), UK Film Council (UK), Screen Yorkshire (UK), CNC (France), Hivos, Doen, Nederland Fond and Rotterdam Media Fonds (Netherlands), Pyramedia and ADACH (UAE).


The second film in the same competition comes from Sheffield based Warp Films, best known for their BAFTA award winning feature This Is England. Four Lions, directed by Chris Morris and written by Morris, Jesse Armstrong and Sam Bain (Peep Show) is a comedy about some self-styled British jihadis, starring: Riz Ahmed (Shifty), Arsher Ali (Trial and Retribution), Nigel Lindsay (Rome), Kayvan Novak (Fonejacker) & Adeel Akhtar (Law & Order).  Four Lions will be released by Optimum Releasing in Spring 2010.


Hugo Heppell, Head of Production at Screen Yorkshire says: ‘We are incredibly proud to have been able to support ‘Son of Babylon' and are delighted to congratulate Mohammed Al-Daradji, producer Isabelle Stead and all at Human Film, as well as Mark Herbert and the Warp team on their fantastic achievements . For Yorkshire to have two of only 14 films selected for one of the most prestigious competitions in the independent film calendar shows the world class talent we have here.' 
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Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, television, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Humber. Our aim is to grow the screen media industries in Yorkshire and Humber by helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. Screen Yorkshire offers a variety of funding and support initiatives to screen media companies based in the region, supported by its two key partners, Yorkshire Forward and the UK Film Council. 


Screen Yorkshire’s Production Fund invests in film and television production in the region. Credits include; The Damned United, Red Riding, Unforgiven, Wuthering Heights, Lost in Austen, Brideshead Revisited and the BAFTA award winning This Is England. Screen Yorkshire is committed to developing regional talent and supports low budget feature slate Warp X, in partnership with the UK Film Council, Film4 and Optimum Releasing. Warp X’s first two films A Complete History of My Sexual Failures and Donkey Punch were released in the UK in Summer 2008. Their third film, Hush was released in spring 2009 and All Tomorrow’s Parties is released on DVD in November 2009 following a live cinematic tour in October. Bunny and the Bull is at cinemas from 27 November.


Screen Yorkshire also has a Business Investment Fund, distributes Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council and offers a range of training and skills support packages. 


Since the launch of its £10.2m Digital Media Content Programme in 2006, Screen Yorkshire has attracted over £62 million inward investment to the region’s economy, created 824 jobs, supported 805 businesses and invested in the skills of 1457 individuals. 

For further information, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk
