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SCREEN YORKSHIRE RECEIVES FUNDING BOOST FOR FILM IN REGIONS FROM UK FILM COUNCIL
Yorkshire’s film industry is set to get a boost from a share of £18 million to be invested by The UK Film Council over the next two years in the English regions, it was announced today. This support will come from two pots of funding:

£15.4 million will be allocated to the regions over the next two years, (£7.7 million per year to the nine Regional Screen Agencies, including Screen Yorkshire) known as the Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE), the money is a mixture of National Lottery and grant-in-aid funding.

£2.7 million Digital Archive Fund from Lottery cash to help unlock the nation’s rich screen heritage.  Each region will receive £300,000 over the next two years.

The Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) money will enable Screen Yorkshire to continue to deliver on its objectives of developing film economies and culture in the region including education initiatives, exhibition, locations support, production and development, as well as training and vocational education.  

Screen Yorkshire is the regional partner for the UK Film Council and works to deliver a number of key initiatives in areas such as education, exhibition, production, screen heritage and training, with additional support from Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward. 

The agency has made a number of successful investments that have had a significant impact on the growth and profile of the industry in the region in recent years.

Warp Films’ This Is England, which took this year’s BAFTA award for Best British Film, was supported by Screen Yorkshire through its Production Fund. The big screen adaptation of Brideshead Revisited, which is set to hit cinemas this autumn, also benefited from the fund. Screen Yorkshire also delivers a wide range of schemes to support regional talent development. Short film Private Life, which received Lottery funding through one of Screen Yorkshire’s filmmaking schemes for emerging talent, has screened at film festivals worldwide, picking up 14 awards along the way.

Yorkshire is home to some of the UK’s premier film festivals, which have benefited from significant support from Screen Yorkshire, including the Bradford International Film Festival, Sheffield Doc/Fest, Bite the Mango, Leeds International Film Festival and Bradford Animation Festival. Screen Yorkshire not only funds film education projects but invests heavily in the region's independent cinema infrastructure to ensure all communities have access to a wide range of diverse films.
Sally Joynson, Chief Executive of Screen Yorkshire says:

“I am extremely proud of Screen Yorkshire’s achievements to date. Successes such as ‘This Is England’ are testament to the fact that this region is home to talent right at the forefront of the film industry in the UK. This funding will enable us to continue to support the region¹s screen industries and offer opportunities across the industry that are enjoyed by people of all ages and backgrounds.” 

The Regional Screen Agencies (RSAs) were set up between 2002 and 2004 and to date have received more than £50m in Lottery and grant-in-aid funding from the UK Film Council.

The other screen agencies are: EM Media, Film London, Northern Film and Media, Northwest Vision and Media, Screen East, Screen South, Screen West Midlands and South West Screen.  

Digital Archive Fund

The Digital Archive Fund has been set up to increase public access to regional screen heritage with £2.7 million over two years - equivalent to £150,000 to each region per year. 

The money will ensure that access to screen heritage is provided to as many people as possible through a variety of platforms (i.e. through screenings, festivals, online, and public spaces).

Screen heritage is held in many different places including film archives, universities, record offices, museums and libraries. The fund is about making content accessible in the digital age, regardless of where it is held.

Almost all of the archive collections held in the regions are non-fiction and vary in size from one individual film to a collection of hundreds of titles.  The films are often acquired because of their local interest but in many instances these collections are much more significant – and of national and international importance. 

For example: one single reel of nitrate film was deposited with the Yorkshire Film Archive by a member of the public who had been to an archive screening.  The film shows unique moving images of Queen Victoria when she visited Sheffield to open the new Sheffield Town Hall on 21st May, 1897.  A film found and made accessible through regional activity, but of national importance.

John Woodward, Chief Executive Officer of the UK Film Council said:
“The UK Film Council invests money into the regions because they are a key asset for the British film Industry. The agencies bring together all the different parts of the film agenda at a local level, from locations support to film production and they have been  a new and vital catalyst for bringing  different and fresh stories to the  big  screen and showcasing regional talent with films  like Control and This is England .”
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Notes to Editors

The UK Film Council is the Government backed lead agency for film in the UK. We aim to make sure that the UK has a dynamic film industry fit for the digital age and to help UK audiences enjoy the best of British and world cinema.
The nine Regional Screen Agencies (RSAs) are:
EM Media

Film London

Northern Film and Media

Northwest Vision and Media

Screen East

Screen South

Screen West Midlands

Screen Yorkshire

South West Screen

You can visit their websites via www.ukfilmcouncil.org/fundedpartners
The £3m Digital Film Archive Fund will be delegated as £150,000 in 2008/09 and £150,000 in 2009/10 to each regional screen agency. For detailed information see the document Strategy for UK Screen Heritage www.bfi.org.uk/about/policy/screen-heritage.html  UKFC will be reserving 10% of the Fund (£300,000) to respond to other opportunities in the screen heritage sector such as skills support.

 

Screen Heritage - encompasses moving image media, from traditional film and television to artist’s film & video; animation (both traditional and digital) and digital material distributed via the Web together with contextual material including scripts, designs, marketing and publicity material and documents relating to production, distribution and consumption.

This £3 million funding is in addition to the £25 million for regional and national archives announced by the Secretary of State for Culture in October last year.  Further announcements about how this money will be spent will be made in due course.


Screen Yorkshire is the regional screen agency  - responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, broadcast, games and interactive media sector in Yorkshire and Northern Lincolnshire. 

Screen Yorkshire is funded by three main partners: 

Yorkshire Forward 

In May 2006 Screen Yorkshire was awarded £10.2m by Regional Development Agency Yorkshire Forward to deliver its Digital Media Content Programme. This ambitious and progressive four year programme is aimed at creating nearly a thousand jobs, attracting over £50 million of inward investment and helping businesses to compete in a fast-changing global marketplace. 

UK Film Council: 

We distribute Regional Investment Fund for England (RIFE) Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council. RIFE funding aims to develop a sustainable screen industry and culture for the region. 

Skillset: 

Skillset awarded funding to Screen Yorkshire to run a series of broadcast training schemes.
