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PRESS RELEASE: 14 AUGUST 2009

DRAMATIC LANDSCAPE DRAWS PRODUCERS BACK TO YORKSHIRE TO RETELL HAUNTING LOVE STORY


A stunning adaptation of Emily Bronte’s world famous literary classic Wuthering Heights is the latest in a succession of recent high profile drama productions to showcase Yorkshire’s diverse landscape on screen.  Vast areas of bleak untouched moorland alongside beautifully preserved stately homes made the region the perfect backdrop for ITV’s upcoming version of the gothic love story, which shot at a number of locations across West Yorkshire and The Yorkshire Dales.
Producers at Mammoth Screen were determined to base their production in the region following the success of their critically acclaimed drama series Lost in Austen, which filmed there in 2007. Wuthering Heights also renewed Mammoth Screen’s partnership with Screen Yorkshire, who invested in the drama through its Production Fund and provided locations and crewing support. 

Mammoth Screen commissioned leading contemporary screenwriter Peter Bowker (Blackpool, Flesh and Blood, Buried Treasure, Occupation) to adapt the literary classic, named after the manor on the Yorkshire moors where it is set, for the two-part television drama directed by Coky Giedroyc. Tom Hardy (Bronson, Stuart: A Life Backwards) stars as Heathcliff alongside newcomer Charlotte Riley who plays Cathy. Acclaimed television actress Sarah Lancashire takes on the role of housekeeper Nelly, while Andrew Lincoln is Edgar, Cathy’s forlorn husband. Burn Gorman stars as Cathy’s brother Hindley, and Kevin McNally plays Mr Earnshaw.
Wuthering Heights is executive produced by Michele Buck and Damien Timmer, and produced by Radford Neville for Mammoth Screen. Hugo Heppell is executive producer for Screen Yorkshire.

Wuthering Heights will screen on ITV 1 on Sunday 30th August (ep1) and Monday 31st August (ep2) at 9pm.

Michele Buck, Mammoth Screen says:

‘'We have a very successful and ongoing relationship with Screen Yorkshire and the Yorkshire region, most recently with our critically acclaimed production Lost in Austen which was shot and partially post produced in the region. Together with the wonderful diversity of landscape and locations all within a reasonable travelling distance, that made it the natural home for filming our new adaptation of Wuthering Heights.

Screen Yorkshire's valuable investment and production support along with the fantastic crew and facilities in the region enabled us to deliver a production of which we are extremely proud.'’
Hugo Heppell, Head of Production, Screen Yorkshire, says:

‘’ We’re delighted to have had another opportunity to work in partnership with Mammoth Screen so soon after the success of Lost in Austen, to produce this stunning interpretation of Wuthering Heights. We hope it will further cement Yorkshire’s reputation as the top destination in the UK for location drama, alongside other recent acclaimed productions such as Red Riding, Unforgiven and The Damned United’’.

Distinguished Swedish cinematographer Ulf Brantas, adds:
''We had the opportunity to shoot in some amazingly beautiful locations in and around the moors, and it is hard to pick one day or a specfifc location that was my favourite. There were quite a few moments, though, when I was sincerely telling myself to try and do justice to it all.''

Wuthering Heights was commissioned for ITV by Laura Mackie and Sally Haynes. Wuthering Heights is a Mammoth Screen Production supported by Screen Yorkshire through its Production Fund.

Rosie Winterton MP, the Minister for Yorkshire and The Humber said:
‘’I am delighted that Mammoth Screen decided to film this adaptation of Wuthering Heights in Yorkshire.  Their return to film here is undoubtedly a strong endorsement of everything that this region offers.  From the diversity of locations, to the wealth of talent and skills available and the excellent support from Screen Yorkshire, this proves our region really does have it all.’’   
EDITORS NOTES

Wuthering Heights filmed at several locations across Yorkshire, including Oakwell Hall (Birstall), Bramham Park , Stockeld Park (near Wetherby), East Riddlesden Hall (Keighley), Arncliffe and Halton Gill (Yorkshire Dales).

Screen Yorkshire is the Regional Screen Agency responsible for inspiring, promoting and supporting a successful and sustainable film, television, games and interactive media sector for the region. We offer a variety of funding and support initiatives to screen media companies based in the region, supported by our two key partners, Yorkshire Forward and the UK Film Council. 

Screen Yorkshire’s Production Fund invests in film, television production and games in the region. Recent drama credits include; The Damned United, Red Riding, Unforgiven, Wuthering Heights, Lost in Austen, Brideshead Revisited and the BAFTA award winning This Is England. Screen Yorkshire is committed to developing regional talent and supports low budget feature slate Warp X, in partnership with the UK Film Council, Film4 and Optimum Releasing. Warp X’s first two films A Complete History of My Sexual Failures and Donkey Punch were released in the UK in Summer 2008. Their third film, Hush, a thriller from writer/director Mark Tonderai was released in spring 2009 and All Tomorrow’s Parties will have it’s premiere at Edinburgh International Film Festival in June. Bunny and the Bull and La Chinoise are currently in post production. 


Screen Yorkshire also has a Business Investment Fund, distributes Lottery and Grant in Aid awards on behalf of the UK Film Council and runs a series of broadcast training schemes in partnership with Skillset. For further information, visit: www.screenyorkshire.co.uk
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